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SUBJECT: POLISH EDITOR'S COMMENTS ON EASTERN EUROPEAN DISSIDENCE 

1 . A HIGH-RANKING POLISH EDITOR TOLD AN EMBASSY OFFICER 
RECENTLY THAT HE AND MANY OTHER POLES WELCOMED THE 
WESTERN ATTENTION TO HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES IN EASTERN 
EUROPE. HE SPECIFICALLY CITED THE PRESIDENT S LETTER TO 
ANDREI SAKHAROV. THE SECRET HE CONTINUED, WAS TO KNOW 
WHERE TO DRAW THE LINE IN SUCH COMMENTARY BEFORE AROUSING 
DEFENSIVE MECHANISMS WHICH SHATTER ANY HOPE OF 
LIBERALIZATION. 

2. THE EDITOR EXPLAINED THAT DISSIDENT FERMENT IN 
EASTERN EUROPE CLEARLY WAS THE RESULT OF THE HELSINKI 
DECLARATION. A DOCUMENT WHICH THE EASTERNERS HAS 
CLAIMED AS A "SUCCESS". BUT WHICH NOW WAS BEING 
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TURNED AGAINST THEM BY THEIR OWN PEOPLE. WITHOUT 
HELSINKI, HE SAID, NONE OF THIS CURRENT TURMOIL EVER 
WOULD HAVE HAPPENED. 

3. THE EDITOR NOTED THAT THE WESTERN MEDIA CONSTITUTED 
THE CHIEF AVENUE OF COMMUNICATION BETWEEN THE 
DISSIDENTS AND THE REGIME. THIS WAS DESIRABLE, HE 
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STRESSED, BUT THE CONCENTRATION OF THE ATTENTION OF THE 
WESTERN MEDIA ALMOST EXCLUSIVELY ON THE DISSIDENTS 
TENDED TO IGNORE THE MORE IMPORTANT UNREST AMONG 
AVERAGE POLISH CITIZENS, WHICH WAS UNCONNECTED WITH 
THE HUMAN-RIGHTS ISSUE. SINCE THE POLISH LEADERSHIP 
WAS SO ATTENTIVE TO WHAT THE WESTERN MEDIA SAID, IT 
WAS UNFORTUNATE THAT WESTERN JOURNALISTS DID NOT 
LISTEN MORE TO THE ANGRY VOICES "OF THE FACTORIES AND 
THE MARKETPLACE" AND REPORT THEM MORE EXTENSIVELY. 

IT WAS SIMPLY IMPOSSIBLE OTHERWISE, THE EDITOR SAID, 

FOR SUCH REALITIES TI PENETRATE THE TOP LEADERSHIP OF 
THE PARTY AND GOVERNMENT. THE WESTERN MEDIA WERE THE 
ONLY HOPE. 

4. FULL MEMCON FOLLOWS. 

5. COMMENT: THAT AN OFFICIAL SO HIGH IN THE POLISH 
MEDIA ESTABLISHMENT WOULD LOOK APPROVINGLY ON HUMAN- 
RIGHTS CRITICISM BY THE WEST REFLECTS A PERVASIVE 
SENTIMENT AMONG EDUCATED POLES, FAVORING SOME MEASURE 
OF DEMOCRATICATION OF POLISH SOCIETY. END COMMENT. 
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